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Dr. Dee Stephenson 
of Stephenson Eye 
Associates in Venice 
presented two papers at 
the 2014 XXXII Congress 
of the European Society 
of Cataract and Refractive 
Surgeons (ESCRS).

About 8,000 surgeons 
from around the world 
attended the medical con-
ference held in London, 
England, Sept. 13-17.

Stephenson was invited 
by the Society to be a 

guest speaker for the 
“Cataract Surgery-Special 
Cases” segment of the 

symposium. 
Her topic 
focused on 
post-re-
fractive 
patients and 
wavefront 
aberrometry. 

She spoke 
on ways to 

improve the clinical out-
comes of a Lasik patient 
by using Toric intra-ocular 
lenses in conjunction 
with the new Optiwave 

Refractive Analysis 
technology, known as ORA 
Systems, which provides 
real-time measurements 
of a patient’s eye during 
surgery.

Stephenson also spoke 
on surgical outcomes us-
ing the ORA System versus 
the older technology lens 
calculator.

Founded in 1991, the 
ESCRS is Europe’s leading 
organization for cataract 
and refractive surgeons 
and is at the forefront 
of developments in 
anterior segment surgery. 

It currently has 5,000 
members from almost  
100 countries.

The ESCRS offers a 
unique forum for discus-
sion and learning, which 
ensures that international 
expertise is shared by 
ophthalmologists all over 
Europe and the world.

Stephenson said, “It 
was an honor to have 
been invited to partic-
ipate in such a presti-
gious and well-attended 
forum, which was 
comprised of some of 
the world’s top surgeons 

and medical leaders. 
“It is through the 

knowledge gained at 
these educational venues 
that surgeons learn 
about the most advanced 
technologies and surgical 
procedures that will 
best meet the needs of 
their patients, resulting 
in improved patient 
outcomes.”

Stephenson is a 
board-certified oph-
thalmic surgeon with 
extensive experience in 
micro-incisional refractive 
cataract surgery and 

premium intra-ocular 
lenses, as well as laser 
and stent surgery for the 
treatment of glaucoma.

She has been recog-
nized by numerous insti-
tutions for her expertise. 
She is at the forefront of 
research and development 
in the creation of special-
ized surgical instrumen-
tation and techniques, as 
well as the development 
of the next generation of 
intra-ocular lenses.

For more information, 
call 941-485-1121 or visit 
StephensonEye.com.
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The National Hospice 
and Palliative Care 
Organization recognized 
Tidewell Hospice vol-
unteer Margi Miller of 
Venice with a Volunteers 
are the Foundation of 
Hospice award at the or-
ganization’s 15th Clinical 
Team Conference in 
Nashville, Tenn., Oct. 29.  

The award recognizes 
volunteers who best 
reflect the universal 
concept of volunteerism 
in its truest sense — 
serving as an inspiration 
to others.

Miller, one of four vol-
unteers honored overall, 
was recognized in the 
category of specialized 
volunteer support. 

In the past year, she 
has provided more than 
1,000 individual vol-
unteer activities (visits 
and other activities) for 

Tidewell. She plays the 
harp at the bedside, has 
a certified therapy dog 
that makes patient visits 
and provides spiritual 
care in tandem with 
Tidewell’s chaplains. 

Miller is also adept 
at the computer and 
compiles footage for 
family life reviews.

“Volunteers play an 
integral role in hospice 
care, and each and every 
one deserves recogni-
tion and the highest 
accolades,” said NHPCO 
President and CEO J. 
Donald Schumacher. 

“From direct patient 
support and caregiver 
relief to administra-
tive support in a local 
hospice office, hospice 
volunteers selflessly give 
of their time to serve 
patients and families 
who are facing end-of-
life challenges.”

NHPCO reports that 

there are more than 
355,000 trained hospice 
volunteers contributing 
more than 16-million 
hours of service to 
hospice organizations 
across the country.

The annual volunteer 
awards were created 
and administered by 
NHPCO’s National 
Council of Hospice and 
Palliative Professionals, 
a section of the orga-
nization’s membership 
that promotes the 
contributions and skills 
of the different profes-
sional disciplines that 
make up the hospice 
interdisciplinary team.
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Margi Miller, second from left, 
of Venice, Tidewell Hospice 
volunteer, receives a Volunteers 
are the Foundation of Hospice 
Award from the National 
Hospice and Palliative Care 
Organization.
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